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Introductions

Meal

Discussion: What does Jesus have to do with animals?

Video: Jesus and animals

Reactions

Bible passage for discussion: Mark 10:35-45

Theology: quotation for discussion

Final thoughts & questions?

Blessing & depart
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What does our faith in Jesus mean for animals?
Session 3:

1. Opening prayer
2. Introductions
3. Meal
4. First thoughts discussion: What does Jesus have to do with animals?
5. Video: Jesus and animals
6. Bible study: Mark 10.35–45

Key questions: 
What do we learn from this passage about how Christians are to exercise 
leadership?
Do you think this has implications for Christian treatment of animals? 
If so, what are they?

7. Theological text: Richard Bauckham: Jesus and the wild animals
8. Final thoughts (and questions)
9. Final blessing

Commenting on Mark 1.13: “He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and he was 
with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.”

The context to which Mark 1:13 originally spoke was one in which wild animals threatened 
humanity and their wilderness threatened to encroach on the human world. The messianic 
peace with wild animals promised, by healing the alienation and enmity between humans and 
animals, to liberate humans from that threat. But our context is one in which it is now we who 
threaten the survival of wild animals, encroach on their habitat, threaten to turn their wilderness 
into a wasteland they cannot inhabit. To make the point one need only notice how many of the 
animals Jesus could have encountered in the Judaean wilderness have become extinct in Pales-
tine in this century: the bear, the onager, the desert oryx, the addax, the ostrich, and no doubt 
others. Others, such as the leopard and the gazelle would not have survived without modern 
conservation measures. Mark’s image of Jesus’ peaceable companionship with the animals in 
the wilderness survives this reversal of situation and its pregnant simplicity gains a new power. 
For us Jesus’ companionable presence with the wild animals a�rms their independent value for 
themselves and for God. He does not adopt them into the human world, but lets them be them-
selves in peace, leaving them their wilderness, a�rming them as creatures who share the world 
with us in the community of God’s creation.

Richard Bauckham: Jesus and the wild animals

From Living with Other Creatures: Green Exegesis and Theology, p. 98. Read more about Richard Bauckham: 
http://www.theopedia.com/richard-bauckham


